[Tracheobronchial necrosis. Following descending necrotizing mediastinitis].
Mediastinitis is a bacterial or non-bacterial infection of the mediastinum. Descending necrotizing mediastinitis (DNM) is a rare but life-threatening complication. The mostly feared form of mediastinitis very often has a fatal outcome. We report on a patient with tracheobronchial necrosis following DNM and emphasize the paramount importance of early and complex surgical therapy combined with immediate intensive care treatment. This case describes the intensive medicine and anaesthetic management, which was complicated by the tracheobronchial-pleural fistula and in particular by the respiratory therapy.